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The straining ships are ladened with Nature's countless 

stores ; 
Its life-sustaining treasures Humanity outpours ; 
The Red Cross from its bounty sends full and timely aid, 
And lo ! the wireless whispers, "The port is safely made !" 

And souls among the noblest, at Liberty's behest, 
Surrender life's endearments and homes that love had blest ; 
The transport ships weigh anchor ; old Boreas seeks his lair, 
And Neptune issues orders to foil the U-boat's snare ! 

The Allied armies center ; seized with appalling dread, 
Their foemen fall unshriven beneath Titanic tread, 
As victors level strongholds and fortresses they scale, 
Amid war's belching thunders and shrapnel's piercing hail ! 

They break the bars of dungeons ; their wild, victorious cheer. 
Awakes the silent echoes and strikes the prisoner's ear, 
Who from the dark foundations beholds Hope's entering ray 
And breathes the air of Freedom while Valor leads the way ! 

We welcome home our heroes, for whom laurels have bloomed, 
Our Nation's valiant safeguards, who when war's specter 

loomed 
Gave unto home and country a love beyond all price 
And laid on Freedom's altar their bond of sacrifice ! 

We mourn our "missing" comrades — those who return no 

more — 
Whose deeds we hold as treasures secure in Memory's store. 
Their forms, perchance, are lying on ocean's understands ; 
Their dust, perchance, is mingled with war-swept desert 

sands ! 

Perchance they bore "Old Glory" and held its staff so high 
That all its stars were shining on peaks that touched the 

sky! 
Yet why should eyes be weeping when patriot souls ascend 
Where sunset's golden glories with heavenly vistas blend. 

America, the peerless, nurtured by Liberty, 
Receives a world's rare homage as guardian of the free ! 
She breathes the aspirations of hope for every race, 
And traces lines of action with an unerring grace ! 

She frowns on powers intriguant ; protects each lesser State ; 
For counsels from her wisdom the greater nations wait. 
The rays of truth's bright jewels upon her brow unite 
And forms a grand tiara of constellated light ! 

We count world-war as ended ; mankind has wiser grown ; 
Justice with well-poised balance holds her exalted throne ; 
To woes of anguished peoples kind Heaven grants surcease, 
And nations hail the dawning of Freedom's world-wide 
peace! 



THE WASHINGTON LABOR CON- 
FERENCE 

On May 3 President Wilson, then in Paris, sent forth the 
following statement: 

"The labor program which the Conference of Peace has 
adopted as a part of the Treaty of Peace constitutes one of 
the most important achievements of the new day in which 
the interests of labor are to be systematically and intelli- 
gently safeguarded and promoted. Amidst the multitude of 
other interests, this great step forward is apt to be over- 
looked, and yet no other single thing that has been done will 
help more to stabilize conditions of labor throughout the 
world and ultimately relieve the unhappy conditions which 
in too many places have prevailed. Personally I regard this 
as one of the most gratifying achievements of the Confer- 
ence." 

The program to which he referred is found in Part XIII 
of the Treaty of Versailles. Article 424 of that section 
reads : 



"The first meeting of the Conference shall take place in 
October, 1919. The place and agenda for this meeting shall 
be as specified in the annex hereto. 

"Arrangements for the convening and the organization of 
the first meeting of the Conference will be made by the Gov- 
ernment designated for the purpose in the said annex. 

"That Government shall be assisted in the preparation of 
the documents for submission to the Conference by an inter- 
national committee constituted as provided in the said annex. 

"The expenses of the first meeting and of all subsequent 
meetings held before the League of Nations has been able to 
establish a general fund, other than the expenses of dele- 
gates and their advisers, will be borne by the members in 
accordance with the apportionment of the expenses of the 
International Bureau of the Universal Postal Union." 

Under the provisions of the annex above referred to the 
city of Washington was named as the place of meeting, the 
date as October 29, and the United States to act as host. 
Preparations for this gathering naturally devolving upon 
the Department of Labor, Secretary Wilson, among other 
duties incident to the task, sought action by Congress; and 
at his request Senator Kenyon, of Iowa, introduced a joint 
resolution which, if passed, would authorize responsive ac- 
tion by the American Government and make provision for 
the meeting in terms pecuniary and otherwise. This reso- 
lution was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
and Secretary Wilson appeared before that body in its be- 
half. As reported back to the Senate and finally passed 
after some debate, the resolution lacked its original pre- 
amble and had amendments, all framed with the intention 
of making possible the assembling of the Conference quite 
apart from implied or implicit endorsement of the League 
of Nations Covenant and the Peace Treaty, it being recog- 
nized by all factions of the Senators that possibly final ac- 
tion on the treaty may be delayed so long a time as to pre- 
clude proper preparations for the Conference. Realizing, 
however, the necessity of some such gathering to settle if 
possible present phases of social, industrial, and economic 
warfare that has followed the combat of military forces, the 
Senate was advised to favor holding a "General Interna- 
tional Labor Conference" and to leave the time of holding it 
to the President. 

The joint resolution as passed by the Senate reads : 

"Resolved, etc., That the President of the United States 
be, and hereby is, authorized to convene and make arrange- 
ments for the organization of a General International Labor 
Conference to be held in Washington, D. C. ; Provided, how- 
ever, That nothing herein shall be held to authorize the 
President to appoint any delegates to represent the United 
States of America at such Conference or to authorize the 
United States of America to participate therein unless and 
until the Senate of the United States shall have ratified the 
provisions of the proposed Treaty of Peace with Germany 
with reference to a General International Labor Conference." 

Secretary of Labor Wilson was present when this action 
was debated and was taken, and he assented to the change 
from the original resolution, which expressly called for ap- 
pointment of delegates. He has sent out invitations to a 
Conference with an undetermined status, and in which, 
under a certain contingency, the United States, though act- 
ing as host, may not be represented. The measure as 
adopted by the Senate, by the admission of Senator Kenyon, 
has nothing to do with the Treaty ; and Senator Knox, while 
voting for the resolution, made it clear that he did so with 
the clear understanding that he was not thereby estopped 
from opposing the Treaty in any or all of its provisions, to 
which remark Senator Williams, who favors the Treaty, re- 
plied, "How could it be otherwise?" 
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Just what effect this dampening action will have upon the 
plans for the Conference remains to be disclosed. If the 
Treaty is ratified without any amendments or reservations 
or interpretations affecting this portion of the Treaty. 
the Conference will succeed. How far it can then be made 
representative of the labor forces of Europe — even the 
most conservative — is somewhat problematical in view of 
the action taken by the International Federation of Trade 
Unions in session in Amsterdam, which, August 3, despite 
the arguments and personal influence of the British and 
American labor leaders and delegates, went on record as 
considering the terms of the Peace Treaty dealing with labor 
as inadequate, because they "do not take into account the 
radical changes which have taken place throughout the world 
and do not apply the principle of justice to labor throughout 
the world, without which the League of Nations will not be 
efficacious and peace will be insufficiently established." The 
Amsterdam Conference ratified the minimum demands of 
the Berne Conference of last February, and M. Johnhaux, of 
the French delegation, announced that, while he and his as- 
sociates did not condemn the Peace Treaty labor program, 
they did consider it insufficient, and he said that he would 
present the Berne Conference program at the coming Wash- 
ington meeting. 

The plan for the Washington Conference, as decided upon 
by the Peace Commission on International Labor Legisla- 
tion sitting in Paris, called for discussion of the following 
problems : 

"Application of principle of eight-hour day or forty-eight- 
hour week. 

"Question of preventing or providing against unemploy- 
ment. 

"Women's employment: (a) before and after childbirth, 
including the question of maternity benefit; (6) during the 
night; (c) in unhealthy processes. 

"Employment of children: \a) minimum age of employ- 
ment; (6) during the night; (c) in unhealthy processes. 

"Extension and application of the international conven- 
tions adopted at Berne in 1906 on the prohibition of night 
work for women employed in industry and the prohibition 
of the use of white phosphorus in the manufacture of 
matches." 

The principles underlying the deliberations at Washing- 
ton, to which all delegates would be supposed to give assent 
if attending, were defined in substance by the Paris Con- 
ference as follows : 

"In right and in fact the labor of a human being should 
not be treated as merchandise or an article of commerce. 

"Employers and workers should be allowed the right of 
association for all lawful purposes. 

"No child should be permitted to be employed in industry 
or commerce before the age of fourteen years. In order that 
every child may be insured reasonable opportunities for 
mental and physical education between the years of four- 
teen and eighteen, young persons of either sex may only be 
employed on work which is not harmful to their physical 
development and on condition that the continuation of their 
technical or general education is insured. 

"Every worker has a right to a wage adequate to main- 
tain a reasonable standard of life, having regard to the 
civilization of his time and country: 

"Equal pay should be given to women and to men for 
work of equal value in quantity and quality. 

"A weekly rest, including Sunday, or its equivalent, for 
all workers. 

"Limitation of the hours of work in industry on the basis 
of eight hours a day or forty-eight hours a week, subject to 
an exception for countries in which climatic conditions, the 
imperfect development of industrial organization, or other 
special circumstances render the industrial efficiency of the 



workers substantially different. The International Labor 
Conference will recommend a basis approximately equiva- 
lent to the above for adoption in such countries. 

"In all matters concerning their status as workers and 
social insurance, foreign workmen lawfully admitted to any 
country, and their families, should be insured the same 
treatment as the nationals of that country. 

"All States should institute a system of inspection, in 
which women should take part, in order to insure the en- 
forcement of the laws and regulations for the protection of 
the workers." 

Methods of continuing the work of the Conference are to 
be worked out by an international labor office to be estab- 
lished at the seat of the League of Nations as part of its 
administrative organization. Its control would be in a gov- 
erning body of twenty-four members, twelve of whom would 
be representatives of the Governments, six elected by the 
delegates of the Conference representing the employers, and 
six by the delegates to the Conference representing the em- 
ployees. Of the twelve members representing the Govern- 
ments, eight would be nominated by the high contracting 
parties which are of the chief industrial importance, and 
four by the high contracting parties selected for the pur- 
pose by the Government delegates to the Conference, exclud- 
ing the delegates of the first-named eight. The term of 
office of the members would be three years. 

On August 12 the Department of Labor announced that 
pursuant to authority vested in him by the Treaty of Peace 
and by Congress the President had authorized sending of 
cable instructions to American diplomatic representatives, 
empowering them in the United States' behalf to invite dele- 
gates from the countries to which they are accredited to a 
labor conference to be held in Washington, October 29, pro- 
viding the nation is a member of the International Labor 
Organization, as defined in Article 387 of the Treaty, or be- 
comes a member in time to share in the conference. 



CHRONOLOGY OF TREATIES* 

1919. 

Aug. 16. Spain's King signed law authorizing adhesion 
to League of Nation's Covenant. 

Aug. 26. Belgian Senate unanimously approved Treaty 
with Germany. House had previously rati- 
fied August 8. 
French Chamber of Deputies began debate. 

Sept. 1. Special session of Canadian Parliament met to 
act upon the Treaty. 

Sept. 2. New Zealand's Parliament unanimously rati- 
fied. 

Sept. 10. Majority of Foreign Eelations Committee of 
the American Senate filed report on the 
Treaty, with suggested amendments and 
reservations. 

Sept. 10. Treaty between Allied and Associated Powers 
and Austria was signed; China included, 
but Roumania and Jugo-Slavia not. 

Sept. 10. Committee of Swiss National Council, by vote 
of 21 to 4, recommended to the council that 
Switzerland join the League of Nations. 

Sept. 11. Minority of Foreign Eelations Committee of 
the American Senate filed report, urging 
ratification without changes. 



* Unless otherwise specified, reference to the Treaty in 
above list means the treaty with Germany. 



